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A very belated Happy New Year from ASHE DelVal! Our year has gotten off to a busy
start with two well attended dinner meetings, a Technical Session, the Future City
competition, Engineers Week, and scholarship awards. Thank you to all who have
participated in our events and helped to get 2020 off to a great start.

Jeff Obrecht and Jeff Guzy represented ASHE DelVal at the Future City competition
in January and awarded our Infrastructure Award to St. Helena School for their
project titled “Bella Alma”. We are proud to be a continuing sponsor of
this event and thank both Jeff O and Jeff G for volunteering their time for
our Section.

Delaware Valley Engineers Week honored two of our Section members
with prestigious awards. Jesse Gormley was presented with the award
of Young Engineer of the Year and Herman Lloyd was the recipient of
the Outstanding Service to Engineering award. Congratulations Jesse
and Herman! We are very excited to have Herman speak at our
upcoming April 15" dinner meeting.

At our February meeting we awarded our annual Donna Prentice and Bob
Shaw memorial scholarships to 11 students. We were honored to have 5 of these
students attend our dinner meet and receive their scholarships in person. As a former
ASHE Scholarship award winner, | have a special appreciation for this honor and
recognize that it is a unique opportunity to attract young talent. Receiving a scholarship
towards my graduate school education directly led to my involvement in ASHE when |
became a working professional.

We welcome two new 50/50 chairs - Kevin Rice and Sean Pence. Both Kevin and Sean
have been involved in our committees for several years. We are very excited to have
them as committee chairs!

And lastly, for those of you who received their NJ PE renewal forms in the mail this week
(and Delaware too) - please know that we have a two-hour ethics Technical Session
planned for April 15" to assist you with meeting the state’s requirements.

| hope to see you at the Joint ASHE event at Kalahari on March 12" and at our Dinner
Meeting on March 18".

Sincerely,

Alexa Egan Harper, PE
President, ASHE Delaware Valley Section
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Dinner Meetings
¢ March 18
¢ April 15

Dinner costs are as follows:

$40 - advance registration
(closes end of day
Thursday before meeting)

$50 - after the registration
deadline or at the door

$20 - public agency/student

Technical Session
¢ April 15
Combined ASHE Sections
Meeting

Thursday, March 12

See Page 8 for more
information
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2019-20 Del. ley Section
Officers an f Directors

DVSP benefits
($200 for the season)
Logo and Hotlink on . This also provides a
Section Website “hot link” to access the firm’s website directly from ours. Corey Hull
(delvalley.ashe.pro) JMT
. We thank those 32 firms which have committed for the
Logo in THE current season. They are represented by their logos Treasurer
TRANSPORTATION TIMES | shown on page 5 as well as on our website. lezegieesiar
Remington & Vernick
Enai
o If you are not already a DVSP and would like to join or gl
find out more about the program (or for some reason have not yet renewed for this season Secretary
and would like to do so), please contact Bob Wright (information provided on page 9). Nate Parrish
HNTB

) Immediate Past President
Proposed Slate of Officers for 2020-21 Season John Caperilla

Cedarville Engineering
In accordance with our Section Bylaws, Section President Alexa Egan Harper has appointed a

Nominating Committee to develop and recommend a slate of Officers and Directors for the Board of Directors

coming season. The Committee is tasked to provide its recommended slate at least 60 days Term expires 2020
before our Annual Membership meeting (April 15, our last meeting of this season). The Board- Steve DiSciullo
approved slate, provided below, was e-mailed to our members on February 21. It must be Michael Baker International
published at least 30 days prior to the Annual Membership meeting. Accordingly, the Jeff Given
recommended slate is as follows: Loftus Construction
President First Vice President Second Vice President David High
Drew Sirianni Corey Hull Nate Parrish Traffic Planning & Design
Pennoni Associates JMT HNTB Mike Mogan
Bergmann
Treasurer Secretary Assistant Treasurer
Isaac Kessler Amber Midgley Steve DiSciullo Term expires 2021
Remington & Vernick AECOM Michael Baker International Elaine Elbich .
Engineers Penna. Dept. of Transportation
Phil Mandato
Immediate Past President Regional Director Executive Director Felix Mandato & Sons
Alexa Egan Harper John Caperilla Bob Wright :
Gannett Fleming Cedarville Engineering McMahon Associates ﬁgggl‘;’"dg'ey
Board of Directors Matt Ward
Urban Engineers
Term Expires 2021 Term Expires 2022 Term Expires 2022
Elaine Elbich Peter Berthold Jeff Given Term expires 2022
Penna. Dept. of Penna. Dept. of Loftus Construction Peter Berthold
Transportation Transportation Penna. Dept. of Transportation
: ; David High ; Bruce Masi
Ph||_ Mandato Bruce Masi _ Traffic Planning & Design Gannett Fleming
Felix Mandato & Sons Gannett Fleming
Mike Mogan Sarah Mclnnes
Bob O’Neill Sarah McInnes Bergmann Penna. Dept. of Transportation

Lotus Environmental Penna. Dept. of




ASHE Delaware Valley Section

IN MEMORIAM
DANIEL J. LEINHEISER

We regret to advise all of the passing of Daniel Leinheiser on December 27, 2019 at age 78.
Dan retired from Urban in 2011 after 30 years with the firm and almost 50 years in the
engineering field. He had a long and accomplished career highlighted by his leadership of the
Urban’s highway design group. He had extensive experience in leading the design efforts on
major interstate highways and arterial and local roads on new or existing alignments, and was
particularly strong in the management of design teams. Under his stewardship, the firm
delivered transformational transportation projects for PennDOT and the Pennsylvania Turnpike,
including high-profile sections of the Blue Route, 1-95, SR 1 Phase Il in Delaware, and many
others. He earned his Bachelors degree in civil engineering at Villanova University and was a
member of our Section for many years. He was a registered professional engineer in four
states.

/@ Dan was known for his focus on quality and attention to detail, while always being fair and
honest with co-workers and clients, qualities that can be found today in the many engineers at
Urban that he mentored. Many in the Urban family routinely sought his advice and guidance. He helped build
the firm’s brand and legacy. The Urban family will miss a great engineer, leader, and friend.

Dan is survived by his wife, Agnes, daughter Karen (husband Bill), son Michael (wife Katie), and three
grandchildren. Memorial donations may be made in his memory to St. Joseph’s Villa, 110 Wissahickon
Avenue, Flourtown, PA 19031.

ROBERT M. KOERNER, PhD, PE

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the death of Bob Koerner on December 1, 2019. at age
85. He was born to immigrant parents and grew up in Lansdowne. He earned his Bachelor’s

degree from Drexel University in 1956, his combined Master’s degree from Columbia, Delaware
and Drexel Universities in 1963, and his Ph.D. in Civil Engineering from Duke University in '
1968. (=% )

s
Bob began his career in construction and worked on several notable projects including the Walt \ <
Whitman Bridge and the Cross Bronx Expressway/I-95 in New York City. After three near fatal \
accidents on the job, his wife Paula convinced him that she didn’t want to raise their three young ‘{\ ;
children as a widow, so he needed to find a safer career. He transitioned into teaching at the & 4
Pennsylvania Military College (now Widener University) and then moved to North Carolina to i
pursue his Ph.D. at Duke.

Bob returned to our area in 1968 to join the Civil Engineering Department at Drexel University. His initial
research was on deep foundations, acoustic emission monitoring of soil deformations, and nondestructive
testing to locate below-ground structures and objects. In the late 1970’s he began research in the fledgling field
of designing and installing fabrics and polymers in roadways and retaining walls. In 1980, he co-authored the
first textbook on geosynthetics, and the “phone never stopped ringing”. With his full and complete focus on
geosynthetics, he became renowned in the field, in the US and internationally, and is known for over 700
publications, most notably the text “Designing with Geosynthetics,” which was recently updated with its 6th
edition. In 1986, he founded the Geosynthetic Research Institute (GRI) to support the growing industry of
geosynthetic education and research. It was tremendously successful as it was shaped by federal, state, and

private research interests. This was the foundation of what was to become the Geosynthetic Institute (GSI).

In 1998 Bob was elected into the National Academy of Engineering. He proudly served the local, national, and
international engineering community for over 50 years. While he was not a member of our Section, we knew
and worked with him well. He is survived by his sons Michael (wife Mary) and George (wife Jamie), daughter
Pauline Limberg (husband Douglas), and his six grandchildren. His wife Pauline unfortunately passed away in

early December,

Page 3



ers Committee Happenings

in conjunction with ASCE Philadelphia Section’s Younger Member Forum (YMF),
mi-annual cleanup of the “co-adopted” segment of Bethlehem Pike in Ambler/

in the Spring. Additional information on this will be provided in a separate flyer at
on meeting. Regular clean-ups are scheduled twice a year, with the next one to
oring. These have been well-received by local businesses and residents.

and events are being planned and considered for this season, including our
event in May . Please watch for more information in event flyers which will be
Dinner Meetings as well as in upcoming e-mail blasts.

Environmentally Speaking...

Our Environmental Committee chair, Bob O’Neill, provides this regular feature in THE
TRANSPORTATION TIMES on items of interest from the environmental side for our awareness
and information.

Spring Cleaning! The groundhog missed its shadow and spring-time is right around the
corner! It's time for a little regulatory “spring cleaning”...thanks to Colleen Meiswich (AD Marble),
Susan Gianantonio (NTM) and Deb Poppel (RK&K) for this month’s feature!

NEPA: The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) has proposed changes to NEPA. If
members are interested in providing comment, comments are due by March 10, 2020. The
proposed rule can be found here: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-01-10/pdf/2019-
28106.pdf.

NPDES NOI Permitting Update: On February 14, PennDOT Central Office (CO) released
guidance to the Districts on how to adapt to the December 8, 2019 revised PAG-02 NPDES NOI
form. NOI changes impact both the application, documentation , and calculation methodologies.
In the future, CO anticipates subsequent follow up with directions regarding calculation approach
as the two agencies assess applicability to PennDOT projects.

Threatened or Endangered Species: On January 13, 2020, PennDOT released an updated
version of its Publication 546, the “Threatened and Endangered Species Desk Reference” (Rev.
5). New bog turtle guidance is provided in a species-specific module (Appendix E); click the
following link for more details:
https://www.fws.gov/northeast/pafo/pdf/PennDOT%20PB0O%20B0g%20Turtle%20User%
20Guide%20v5%201_17_2020.pdf

pakfast Seminar - Hold the Date

s conducted a half-day “breakfast meeting”/seminar at
ct 6-0 for several years and will continue the “tradition”
seminar will be conducted on Tuesday, May 19.

n will be provided in a separate event flyer, including the
and registration information.

ere will be a limit on outside firm attendance to allow

ipation by PennDOT and government agency e e e i

being part of any Committee,
please contact Section
President Alexa Egan
Harper (information is

"\ | provided on page 9).

ailable for the sessions presented at this Seminar.

Membership Applications Are Now Electronic!

If you know someone who is considering becoming an ASHE Pleasg note that some .
member, our Membership Application is available committees have co-chairs
electronically, with payment available via PayPal. to assist in the often-
complicated tasks they must

Please visit our website (delvalley.ashe.pro) and click on the handle.

Section Committees/

Chairs

Membership tab for more information and details on this. /\/

Adopt-A-Highway
Amber Midgley

ASHE/PennDOT
Breakfast Meeting
Alexa Egan Harper

Auditing
Bruce Masi

Dinner Meetings
Steve Windle

Environmental
Bob O’Neill

50/50
Sean Pence
Kevin Rice

Golf
Mike Mogan

Hotel
Phil Mandato

Membership
Dave High

Newsletter
Bob Wright

Nominating
Drew Sirianni

Program
Jeff Given
Alexa Egan Harper

Project of the Year
Nate Parrish

Public Relations
Corey Hull

Scholarships
Sarah Mclnnes

Social/Society
Relations
Elaine Elbich

Student Chapters
John Caperilla

Technical Papers
Bruce Masi

Technical Sessions
Steve DiSciiullo
John Quirus

Website
Pete Berthold

Young Members
Steve DiSciullo
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in Transportation/Transition
gnized for Outstanding Service

re Valley Engineers Week Committee of the Engineers’ Club of Philadelphia proudly recognlzed Herman
anding Service to Engineering. This award was presented to Herman at
rs Week Opening Ceremony on February 13, where Section President
Harper, a member of the Engineers Week Committee, presented the

o at right).

ently joined Traffic Planning & Design, Inc., as a Vice President, where he
urther expansion of the firm’s Philadelphia presence, continuation of

s with current clients, pursuit of new clients and relationships, and

Of diversity and inclusion (D & I) efforts. He comes to TPD following an

eer as a Senior Vice President, and the Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer
Mirmiran and Thompson (JMT), at which he opened its Philadelphia office
increased the firm’s presence to over 115 employees and more than 10
iplines.

jan his career in the AEC industry more than 50 years ago, during a time

ity was not valued as it is today, starting in 1962 as a Construction

the Pennsylvania Department of Highways (PDH), now the Pennsylvania

of Transportation (PennDOT). During his 29-year career with the State,

ugh the ranks in the District 6-0 Construction Unit to Assistant District
Engineer. He retired from PennDOT in January 1991, and he is still the

American to ever serve in the position of Assistant District Construction

ollowing his retirement, he spent 28 years at two local consulting

and construction management firms.

ior professional organization leadership accomplishments include service as President (1998-99) and as a
our Section and a Board Member for Pennsylvanians for Transportation Solutions (PenTrans). He has bee
orter of the Women'’s Transportation Seminar organization since his introduction to the group in 2007 and

one of the first WTS Philadelphia Chapter Advisory Board Members. He is a Past Chair for the prestigious
2 March of Dimes Transportation, Building and Construction Awards Luncheon, having served as Chair of {
2017.

0 serves as a trusted advisor for the Philadelphia Chapter of the Conference of Minority Transportation Offic
the 2015 COMTO Executive of the Year Award. He is a member of the ACEC/PA Diversity & Inclusion Co!

ber of the ACEC-DPC Diversity & Inclusion Working Group. He is also a close associate with the Chambe
or Greater Philadelphia’s Diversity & Inclusion Committee, currently working with the Supplier Diversity

ds a bachelor’s degree from Eastern University in Organizational Management, and an associate degree in

from Delaware County Community College. On the personal side, he is a life-long member of Calvary Bap
est Philadelphia, where he serves on its Board of Directors. He and his wife, Mattie, have been married mc
d have four children, along with a host of grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

late Herman on this esteemed honor.

lected as Delaware Valley Young Engineer

ber Jesse Gommley has been selected as the 2020 Delaware Valley Young Engineer of the
as officially recognized and “installed” at the Engineers Week Opening Ceremony on
. He serves as a Project Structural Engineer and Manager with Pennoni at the firm’s
s in Center City. He has been with Pennoni for the past twelve years, starting as a co-op
returning as a full-time engineer following his graduation from Drexel University in 2010 with
helor of Science in Architectural Engineering and Master of Science in Civil Engineering
h Magna Cum Laude honors. He specializes in bridge and structural design, inspection and
analysis for bridges, and design of retaining walls and related earth-retention structures.
ecent projects are the Crum Creek Viaduct replacement on SEPTA’s Media Elwyn Regional
2 replacement of overhead structures on the Vine Street Expressway in Center City, and the
ng Lock Street bridge spanning the Manayunk Canal in northwest Philadelphia.




Delaware Valley Section

se is @ member and supporter of several professional organizations and institutes, including the Engineers’ Cluk
elphia, American Society of Civil Engineers, Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers, Structural

eering Institute, and Women'’s Transportation Seminar. He is most active in the ASCE Philadelphia Section, wi
s been a Board member for the Younger Member Forum (YMF) since 2011 in a variety of capacities and is proi
tly be serving as Forum President. His crowning achievement during his YMF tenure, though, remains the
nding of the Chester A. Arthur Civil Engineering Club in South Philadelphia in 2012. The Club, which was the fi
nsylvania and the first club nationally to work with middle school students, is currently in its eighth year and has
over 60 students participate in the weekly afterschool program to learn about all the various disciplines of civil
eering. He is also active at the National level of ASCE on its Committee on Younger Members (CYM).

5e is passionate about student outreach and increasing public awareness of the engineering professions. He st
e students realize the diverse opportunities available in the STEM fields. In addition, to the Civil Engineering ClI
has organized numerous outreach events at local schools, reaching hundreds of students. Most recently, he be
ership with the new Science Leadership Academy Middle School in West Philadelphia to lead a six-week,
t-focused mini-course to 5™ and 6™ graders, on behalf of Pennoni. He has written about these experiences and
presentations to both ASCE and ECP members on best practices for STEM outreach.

feels fortunate to have very supportive family and friends. His mother is a teacher and was especially encourag
interest in the STEM-related classes, finding unique ways to work science and math into his childhood, particul
Jh cooking. He is especially appreciative of his wife, Christina, and daughter, Sadie, for all the opportunities and
rt they have provided him. He is especially thankful for the influences in his life from his mother, Nancie, who
nately passed away a few weeks before he was honored as the Young Engineer of the Year. He gave a fitting
uching tribute to her guidance and support in his introductory remarks at the Engineers Week Opening Ceremo

a Prentice Scholarship Competition - Awards Made

Our Section’s Scholarship Program has been benefitting local college
students since 1972. We have had one of the largest such efforts among
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS ASHE Sections nationally over the years. Many recipients have gone on to

positions in the industry, both locally and out of the area, and a number have
Donna Prentice Scholarships become members of ASHE.

Marcia Bardman, Lehigh University Last season, $8500 in total awards went to 12 students for the Donna Prentic

Scholarship. We are proud to be able to support our local students and help
Adien DiPietropaolo, Widener University |them in their educational pursuits.

Natalia Dzietczyk, Drexel University This season, a total of $12,000 in scholarship funds has been awarded amon
successful applicants for the Donna Prentice Scholarship, with two awardees
Brinn Hindermyer, Widener University | cited for the Robert Shaw Memorial Scholarship. These students, listed at lef
were invited to attend our February dinner meeting to be cited in person. Five
Marc Kraidman, Drexel University recipients were able to attend, pictured below with Section President Alexa

Egan Harper and Section Treasurer Isaac Kessler.
Stephen Rodeschin, Villanova University

Congratulations to all our recipients!
Jason Ronan-Mancini, Widener

University
Myrlie Taylor, Drexel University
Peter Travers, Drexel University
Robert Shaw Scholarships (Penn State)
Nick DiMariano

Shannon U

And thanks to our
rship Committee, chaired by Sarah Mclnnes, for

r good job helping future

ers!




a-Section Dinner — March 12

ion, in conjunction with our counterparts at the East Penn and North East Penn Sections, have once agai
a joint dinner/major event. This will feature a panel discussion with PennDOT's three Eastern Pennsylva

xecutives, Richard Roman, District 4-0, Michael Rebert, District 5-0 and Kenneth McClain, District 6-C
place on Thursday, March 12 at Kalahari Resorts in the Poconos.

our starts at 4 PM and a dinner buffet starts at 5 PM, with our speakers to follow.
sit our website (www.delvalley.ashe.pro) for information on registration for this event. The deadline for R:

Jay, March 4. In addition, a limited number of hotel rooms is available for those wanting to stay overnight
long drive back home after the meeting.

Future City Competition -
Infrastructure Award Winners!

As part of the Future City Philadelphia
Regional competition, conducted on January
18, our team of Section judges, Jeff Guzy and
Jeff Obrecht, reviewed numerous projects
developed and submitted by local students in
6th-8th grades. The student teams must
create a fictional city with simulation software,
describe it in a narrative, and build a model of
their city. Over 40 schools participated in the
effort this year.

“Team Jeffs” selected the team from Saint
Helena School in Blue Bell as the winner of
our Section’s Infrastructure Award. The team

is pictured at right with its very intricate model,
as the judging team described it, of its fictional
city, Bella Alma.

We will invite the team to attend our April
Dinner meeting, if it is available, to show its
winning model and answer questions on its city.

Congratulations to Saint Helena’s team, and thanks to “Team Jeffs” for helping with this.

uting Scheduled!

th (!) Annual Golf Outing has been scheduled for Monday, June 15, at Spring Ford
y Club in Royersford (a new location for this year). The time will also be
from years past, with a shotgun start at 9:00 AM. As usual, the proceeds of the
ill benefit our Section Scholarship Fund. Please mark your calendars and hold —
> for this. N7 Daware

ormation will be provided at upcoming Dinner Meetings and on our website. AN

rships of various types will be available. Monday
June 15

atch for the separate flyer on this for specifics and registration information. We
see you there!
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THE TRANSPORTATION
TIMES, the newsletter of the
Delaware Valley Section, is
published and distributed to
our members several times
each season to advise and
update all on current events
and happenings in our
Section.

If you have news items for
future editions of THE
TRANSPORTATION TIMES,

ALEXA EGAN HARPER
Section President
Gannett Fleming

1010 Adams Avenue
Audubon, PA 19401
610-650-8101
aharper@gfnet.com

BOB WRIGHT
Editor/Executive Director
McMahon Associates Inc.

please feel free to contact us.

The intricate and detailed planning and
preparation necessary for such an event has |
begun, and part of this process is to make = 7021 £

opportunities available for our members to .y

volunteer and be a part of the various activities and :

sessions that the Conference will offer. A Gatewayto

We have provided information on the Transportation Adventures
Conference on our website and flyers will be

available on the tables at upcoming Dinner ﬂmnl‘lcal'l SBBIBW llf
Meetings to outline the various volunteer i i
opportunities and needs. The planning and ngnwav En!llllﬂel's
organizing has begun, so if you are interested

in helping the efforts, please respond to our June 9-13,2021

National Conference e-mail (2021Conference@
ashe.pro).

Future editions of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES will include updates and
information on this as it becomes available. We hope you will be able to attend!

1515 Market Street

Suite 1360

Philadelphia, PA 19102
215-433-1660 x8006
rwright@
mcmahonassociates.com

———

REMINDER

2020 National Conference - Coming Up...

Deadline for copy/
information for the next
edition of THE : :
TRANSPORTATION TIMES A ey

HUINWAVENUHIGCE

March 20
V 2020 National Conference
in Raleigh, June 3-7, 2020
SEE OUR NEW AND
IMPROVED WEBSITE! ASHE 20/20:

AVIEW OF TRANSPORTATION'S FUTURE ’

Please visit delvalley.ashe.pro
and see our revamped site, with
all the Section’s information you'll
need to keep up-to-date on
things.

American Society of Highway Engineers — Mission Statement

Provide a forum for members and partners of the highway
industry to promote a safe, efficient and sustainable transportation
system through education, innovation and fellowship




