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A s " E President’s Message

n , The Eagles are undefeated, the Phillies are in the World Series, my family just came back from
claware the “pumpkin patch” and ASHE is off to a great start. Sounds

va"ev like the perfect fall to me. Thank you to our attendees who
y joined us for our September and October Dinner Meetings to
-’"9 s""he- make both events a success. | encourage attendees to bring
Dinner Meetings someone new to each dinner meeting this year.
November 9 There have also been some successful events planned by
January 18 our Committee chairs. They Young Member Committee
recently held a business card exchange with around 20
February 15 members attending. The Adopt-a-Highway Committee
March 15 continued its commitment to cleaning Bethlehem Pike in
. Ambler/Fort Washington. The Technical Sessions
April 19 Committee joined ASCE on a successful webinar on the new
Please see the article on Philadelphia Public Services Building / new Philadelphia
Dinner Meetings on page 2 Police Headquarters.
for more information on our
planned program. Just a reminder that later this year we will be sending out
Technical Sessions announcements for Project of the Year, Member of the Year, and Young Member of they Year.
Technical Sessions will be I look forward to all the great submissions and candidates.
scheduled throughout the
season and will be conducted | would like to take a moment to highlight our Membership Chair Mariah Kerr. Part of her
virtually. See page 2 for responsibilities include sending announcements to the membership, including our Dinner
more information on this. Meeting announcements. Another important responsibility is making sure members renew
each year. This is no small task considering we have 325+ members and takes a considerable
amount of time and effort. Please be sure to seek her out at the November dinner meeting and
say thank you!
Lastly, if you see any new employees at your firm or agency, please ask them if they are a
member of ASHE-DelVal. If they are, please ask them to provide Mariah with their new contact
information, so that they can continue receiving our communiques. If they are not a member,
please ask to consider joining. The application can be found at: https://delvalley.ashe.pro/
membership/
J \.. Sincerely,
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In 2012 our Section formed a Young Members Committee to focus on and enhance
involvement and activities for young Engineers (age 35 and under). This followed
several previous attempts to create such a group. To highlight the 10 years of the
Committee’s activities, THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES will provide some historical
information and photos on the Committee for reference and citation.

N
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Update More on Committee events over the past 10 years is provided on page 3 and will be
Engineers Week 7 coming in future editions of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES.
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Our Section Officers and Section Committees/

Directors for the current Chairs
season are listed here.

2022-23 Delaware Valley
Section Officers and
Board of Directors

Nominating
Isaac Kessler

Please thank these Adopt-A-Highway Program
President individuals for their volunteer Amber Midgley :(S,aafNK‘:ss'er
:‘I’:It?_;ams“ service in the administration ASHEPennDOT LEters
i i enn,
and operation of our Section. Breakfast Meeting Projeciof thatyear

First Vice President
Isaac Kessler

Remington & Vernick Engineers

Term expires 2024
Elaine Elbich*

Alexa Egan Harper

Audit

Matt Ward

Public Relations

Pennsylvania Department of Rob Prophet Corey Hull
Second Vice President fransponation Seholarshi
Amber Midgley . Dinner Meetings RIS S
AECOM glexa Etg:ln BT Isaac Kessler Bruce Masi
annett Fleming Steve Windle
Treasurer L Social/Society Relations
Steve DiSciullo ?I?I'ﬁd%ge;;eerin Environmental Elaine Elbich
Michael Baker International g g Bob O’Neill
Kimberly Waters AUt Studept Chapters
Secretary IMT Mariah Kerr
Kevin Rice 50/50 Technical P.
HNTB ; Sean Pence echnical Fapers
Term expires 2025 Bruce Masi
Immediate Past President Peter Berlhqld* Golf
Corey Hull* Pennsy Ivan{a Department of Don Gusic Technical Sessions
JMT Transportation Ben Deatrich
. Hotel Kevin Rice
Bruce Masi* .
Board of Directors G:nnett Flleming Bob Wright
Term expires 2023 Website
Don Gusic S TIE Membership Pete Berthold
CDM Smith Traffic Planning & Design Mariah Kerr
. Young Members
Mariah Kerr Juli Wolfe Newsletter Sean Pence
Traffic Planning & Design RETTEW Bob Wright
Matt Ward
TranSystems ?erglocr\al D,'I'Ireft“ If you have an interest in being part of any Committee,
ohn Caperilla . . ;
Steve Windle McTish, Kunkel & Associates p!ease Co'nta.c t Sectflon FIESEIE WD (e
McMahon Associates (information is provided on page 7).
Section Executive ) )
* Past Section President Bob Wright* P/eqsg note that some cqmmlttees have co-chairs to
McMahon Associates assist in the often-complicated tasks they must handle.

Dinner Meetings - Back in Person! Technical Sessions, Still Virtual...

For Dinner Meetings, as you are likely aware, we managed to be able to conduct an entire season of meetings in 2020-21 despite
the restrictions and guidance in effect for in-person large groups and gatherings, and did the same for ALMOST the entire 2021-22
season. We were able to pull off our last meeting in April, our Annual Meeting, as an in-person event, and are happy to report that
just over 110 attendees came out and took part in this long-awaited event.

For this season, thus far, we have had two successful in-person dinner meetings, and our intent is to continue in this format for the
remainder of the 2022-23 season with the hopes that there will be no further restrictions or limitations that will affect this schedule.
As we know, there are no guarantees, and if things change we will certainly keep everyone abreast and up to date, and our past
experience is that the situation is ever-changing and evolving. The meeting flyers will have the most up-to-date information on each
meeting for your planning purposes.

We are planning and scheduling a good program of meeting topics for this season and will continue to provide professional
development credit (PDH) as appropriate.

Technical Sessions will continue to be virtual events for this season (with one already under our collective belts, conducted on
October 20). They will be scheduled to vary between 12 Noon and 4 PM start times. This format was well-received and worked
successfully last season. We are proud to report that a total of 9 sessions were conducted between August 2021 and June 2022
and over 800 PDH'’s were awarded to participants. More information will be provided in upcoming editions of THE
TRANSPORTATION TIMES as well as in separate Session flyers




m Sponsorship - Kicking off Year XVIII*...!

rted the Delaware Valley Section Patron (DVSP) Program in the 2005-06 season
rting firms to be recognized. As you may be aware, the proceeds of the DVSP are
ted to our Section’s Scholarship Fund. For a $200 fee for the season, sponsoring DVSP benefits
for their support with their logos displayed on our website and in each edition of ($200 for the season)
RTATION TIMES. This also provides a “hot link” to access the firm’s website

rs. Logo and Hotlink on
Section Website
our 18th season of this program (* sounds a little more impressive with Roman (delvalley.ashe.pro)
ere are 26 firms that have committed thus far. They are represented by their
n page 5 as well as on our website. Many thanks to those of you who have Logo in THE
this program and helped support our Section! TRANSPORTATION TIMES

Iready a DVSP and would like to join or find out more about the program, please
right (information provided on page 7). J

We are pleased to note that five DVSP participants - AECOM, McCormick Taylor,
McMahon, TPD and Urban Engineers - have been sponsors for all 18 years of the
Program. Thank you for your long-time support!

bers Committee Happenings - 10 Years Young !
age 1, the Committee is proud to note that it is celebrating its tenth anniversary as a Section Committee

ust yesterday that the founding members got things started with several social events and happy hours a
de other activities such as the Adopt-A-Highway effort and the bowling outing (each of which was conduc

Iks participated in a networking/business card sharing event at the

ewery in King of Prussia on September 27. R : =
S ADOPT A HIGHWAY

. LITTER CONTROL
n of our Adopt-A-Highway semi-annual cleanup happened on October NEXT 2 MILES |

Il contingent of helpers (pictured at right), the “combined forces” of the ol @_j
ber Forum of ASCE Philadelphia as well as our Committee. This — L_ASCE PHILA
ction of Bethlehem Pike in Ambler/Fort Washington. The spring =3 g | B

this effort will likely be scheduled for March/April 2023. This has been
by businesses and residents along this corridor. A well-earned get-
nch and drinks was held following the cleanup.

when it all began...

a Harper formed a Young Members Committee and started using
involvement (Facebook and LinkedIn) to reach out to the young
ttendance grew at happy hours, so she arranged Clean-up Days at
National Park, and Bowling Competitions with other Young
Groups. DelVal ASHE had the stimulus needed to get this Young
roup functioning.

al highlights of the Committee’s activities over the past 10 years...
rting things off with the new Committee with a happy hour at Rock Bottom in King of Prussia on Decemk

0 park clean up events at Valley Forge Park and two happy hours at Rock Bottom, joint events with ASCE
Forum

rted our annual bowling event, along with another Valley Forge Park clean up and happy hour.
other bowling event, another Valley Forge Park clean up, and happy hours
ded in an event at the Penns Landing River Rink, along with bowling and two happy hours

oming in future editions of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES.

e, please watch for more information on planned and upcoming activities in event flyers which will be av:
nd communications as well as on the tables at our Dinner Meetings.
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Cited by MASITE

er Walsh was awarded the Donald M. McNeil Award by the Mid-Atlantic Section of
stitute of Transportation Engineers (MASITE). This honor was presented at the
E Annual Meeting in Dewey Beach, DE, on October 3.

restigious award is given to an individual in recognition of his/her years of

nding service to MASITE and the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE).

d M. McNeil was a founding member of ITE from Pittsburgh and it is in his memory
e award is presented. The award is not necessarily granted every year and since its
ion in 1985, there have been only 13 recipients.

s the Traffic and Planning Section Manager for Eastern Pennsylvania for HDR at its
in Plymouth Meeting and has been involved in MASITE for over 25 years. She has
umerous positions within the organization, including President of both the local

and the District, and currently serves as the Section Advisor. In this role, she leans
many years of experience to advise the Executive Board and Committees and act
aison to the regional District. She is also an active member of our Section as well as
, Where she is a Past President of the Philadelphia Section.

atulations to Jenn on this honor!

IN MEMORIAM
EDWARD S. ENGLE Il

It is with overwhelming shock and sadness that Arrow Land Solutions announces the sudden passing of its dear friend and
business partner, Ed Engle., which occurred on September 29.

Ed wasn’t shy when it came to his job and loved to interact with his Arrow family and teaming partners in the engineering and
right-of-way community. As many of you know, Ed was heavily involved in many ASHE Sections, including as a member of our
Section, and was a frequent and welcome sight at industry meetings and events. Ed knew everyone and, conversely, everyone
knew and loved Ed. He took every opportunity to participate in and promote our industry whenever he could. Ed took pride in his
° work and building strong connections with all our clients, teammates, and
anyone in between. He truly cared for each person with whom he connected.

Ed served as Principal/Director of Business Development at Arrow and was a
certified building inspector. He was a veteran of the US Air Force and a
member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, Bellwood and UVHA, Bellwood.

An avid runner, he enjoyed working out, hunting, four wheeling, and golfing.
He also enjoyed working at his job, playing in his pool league, cornhole
tournaments, traveling and going to casinos with his brothers.

Ed will be remembered for his positivity, zest for life, compassion, generosity,
humor, adventurous spirit, and his willingness to help anyone in any way

§ without question.

Ed leaves behind his beloved daughter Danielle (Corey) Farrell, siblings, many
friends and two beautiful granddaughters, Lydia and Jacqueline, who were

his pride and joy and who absolutely adored their “Pop Pop”.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Ed’s family and with all of those of who had the pleasure of connecting with him. May his
memory be a blessing.

A funeral service was held on October 5, with a graveside service, with military honors, following.
The family suggests that contributions in Ed’s memory be made to Special Olympics Blair County.

Our Section offers our collective condolences to Ed’s family.
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If you build it, they will nest! Deborah K. Poppel of RK&K provided the following article that describes a unique habitat
mitigation project that PennDOT District 6-0 recently implemented, that includes mitigation measures that may be applicable to
other projects in Pennsylvania — perhaps yours.

The recently constructed US 422 Bridge over the Schuylkill River in Valley Forge was completed in 2020. This past September,
Deborah K. Poppel, a biologist with RK&K, gave a presentation on habitat mitigation at the Northeastern Transportation and
Wildlife Conference entitled “Turtle Nesting Habitat Mitigation for a Bridge Replacement over the Schuylkill River in Pennsylvania”.
Ms. Poppel discussed the habitat mitigation for the northern red-bellied cooter (Pseudemys rubriventris) that PennDOT
implemented as part of this award-winning project. ) » i

Urban Engineers led the engineering design team, the construction
manager was JBC Associates, and the general contractor was

J.D. Eckman. Key environmental team members included Gannett
Fleming for NEPA and permitting, AECOM for cultural resources and
mitigation design, and RK&K for mitigation compliance. Numerous
environmental mitigation commitments were required for the project,
stipulated within permits issued by the US Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE), the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(PADEP), and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
environmental clearance document signed and approved by Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA). One of these mitigation commitments
was to create enhanced nesting habitat for the state-threatened i . )

northern red-bellied cooter (Pseudemys rubriventris, previously known Northern red-bellied cooter (Pseudemys rubr/ventrls)

as the eastern redbelly or red-bellied turtle). This species of turtle Bucks County (photo credit - Deborah Poppel) [used for
occurs in the Schuylkill River and had been known to nest in the reference, not taken at project site].

adjoining Valley Forge National Park-Betzwood Recreation Area. A

Red-bellied Turtle Mitigation Plan, including timing restrictions on in-water

construction work, exclusion fencing, and terrestrial habitat restoration was prepared on behalf of PennDOT and approved by the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC).

The mitigation site is located within the project right-of-way along the northern bank of the Schuylkill River and was approximately
0.5 acre in size. Key elements of the restoration included re-grading of the riverbank slope so as to make it less steep and provide
easier access to the land for aquatic turtles, placement of a supplemental soil mix that would be amenable to turtles for nesting and
seeding with a native floodplain seed mix to revegetate the site with low-growing plants that would both stabilize the site and keep
the area open to sunlight.

s Caught in the Act!  The project schedule milestones included environmental planning and clearance

= A spiny softshell from approximately 2010 through 2014, during which time initial habitat evaluation

urtle (Apalone studies for the turtle and design work for the mitigation site were completed. PFBC

spinifera) nests approved the mitigation plan in 2014; the PADEP/USACE water encroachment

within modified soils permit was issued shortly thereafter. The project was let in 2015. Turtle exclusion

% near the banks of  fencing (reinforced silt fence) was installed in 2016, and the causeway, which

the Schuylkill River needed to be in place prior to the hibernation period of the turtle, was installed by

S in Audubon in July  the contractor near the end of October of that same year. Earthwork for the nest

2 2021 (photo credit - site mitigation commenced in the summer of 2020, during the restoration phase of

« Deborah Poppel).  the bridge construction. Hurricane Isaias hit the area with substantial flooding in

4 August 2020, which washed away much of the soil, seeding, and mulch that had
been placed for erosion control. Site stabilization was completed in October 2020. Post-construction

surveys to verify if the site was being used by turtles for nesting took place in 2021.

Numerous predated nests were observed, including

-
those identified as belonging to the target species, the View of new 3
red-bellied cooter. A unique turtle, the spiny softshell bridge and
Apalone spinifera) was observed nesting on the site. restored turtle

The habitat restoration is considered successful nesting habitat,

looking southwest
from north bank of S
Schuylkill River, =

June 2022.




Contact Us

THE TRANSPORTATION
TIMES, the newsletter of the
Delaware Valley Section, is
published and distributed to
our members several times
each season to advise and
update all on current events
and happenings in our
Section.

If you have news items for
future editions of THE
TRANSPORTATION TIMES,
please feel free to contact us.

NATE PARRISH

Section President

HNTB

680 American Avenue
Suite 100

King of Prussia, PA 19406
610-290-5112
nparrish@hntb.com

BOB WRIGHT
Editor/Section Executive
McMahon Associates Inc.
1515 Market Street

Suite 1360

Philadelphia, PA 19102
215-433-1660 x5056
rwright@
mcmahonassociates.com

—————

P/
Why-
ASHE member, our 4
Membership Application can AS"E

be downloaded and

Bring a Colleague
completed, then submitted via Maxe a Frlenn
e-mail, with payment available

via PayPal. Please visit our website (delvalley.ashe.pro) and click on the Membership tab for
more information and details on this.

We hope this will make the process of becoming a member of our Section more efficient. Please
feel free to share this information with anyone you know who may be interested in joining our
Section.

REMINDER

Deadline for copy/
information for the next
edition of THE
TRANSPORTATION TIMES

December 9

4

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Please visit
delvalley.ashe.pro
for all the Section’s current
information you’ll need to
keep up-to-date on things.

N

Donna Prentice Memorial Scholarship Competition - Now Open for Submissions

Our Section’s Scholarship Program has been benefitting local college students since 1972. We
have had one of the largest such efforts among ASHE Sections nationally over the years. Many
recipients have gone on to positions in the industry, both locally and out of the area, and a number
have become members of ASHE.

Our Program had a total of $12,000 in awards to 7 students last year. We are proud to be able to
support our local future engineers and help them in their educational pursuits. The Scholarship
Program has benefited numerous students over the years, and was renamed in honor of the late
Donna Prentice, wife of long-time Section member Rich Prentice, in 2003.

This season’s competition is now open, and applications are due by December 1. Please check
our website for more information on this, as well as the application form (delvalley.ashe.pro). We
strongly encourage students to apply (and ask parents to let their college-age children know about
this opportunity!).

At our 26th Annual Golf Outing on June 13, proceeds totaling nearly $8800 are anticipated to be
realized, which will be directed to the Scholarship Fund as in years past.

Successful Scholarship candidates will be notified in January and invited to attend our February
Section Meeting to be honored in person. We look forward to the usual strong response from local

students for this program.

The Engineers’ Club of Philadelphia, through its Delaware Valley Engineers Week Committee,
will cite Engineers Week 2023 on February 16-25.

Gark Your Calendar - Engineers Week

Engineers Week in the Delaware Valley will officially begin with the Engineers Week
Opening Dinner on Thursday, February 16. All Engineers Week award and scholarship
recipients will be cited at the Dinner.

Please visit the Engineers’ Club website, www.engrclub.org, for more information on events,

Qvards and updates.

American Society of Highway Engineers — Mission Statement

Provide a forum for members and partners of the highway
industry to promote a safe, efficient and sustainable transportation
system through education, innovation and fellowship



http://www.engrclub.org

