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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We frequently encourage students to consider engineering as a 

career.  But how often do we think back to what inspired us 
to go into our chosen profession?  What was the moment, 

the “hook”, the divine revelation, whatever, that got us 
on this path?

This picture below hangs in my office.  People see it and 
ask why I have a black-and-white photo of some dopey-

looking kid with a nice-looking bridge.  Well, the kid is me 
(the same dopey look continues into my adulthood, I’ve 

been told…), and it shows that, even at a young age, I had the 
engineering “bug”.  While I can’t admit to actually building this fine bridge, 
designed and constructed with my Kenner Buildings and Bridges set by good 
old Dad (the set had a booklet with instructions for building several different 
types of structures, so construction was merely following the plans, just like 
the designer that I am believes it should be!), I was at the very least doing 
some valuable CM and QC checking with my fleet of Matchbox vehicles.  
These same vehicles would, after testing was completed, surely create the 
usual opening-day traffic jam on the yet-unnamed 
structure.  And then the bridge had to survive 
another test – relocation from Mom’s kitchen 
table to somewhere else before dinner time!

As I got older, I depended less on Dad for design 
and construction, and some of the bridges and buildings I erected actually 
stayed intact – at least until the materials were needed for another project 
(and there were other Wright boys and friends who might be “borrowing” for 
their own undertakings… and, oddly enough, often consulting me on these as 
well.  Maybe I should, like any good consultant, be sending past-due invoices 
for services rendered…?).  Little did I know I was learning something in this 
otherwise enjoyable effort.

Many of us seem to have similar stories about things we had, saw, did, etc., 
that pushed us to engineering.  Yes, I had Lego blocks, Lincoln Logs, and an 
Erector Set, too, so my basement took on the look of a miniature contractor’s 
yard at times, but that was the inspiration.

The “hook” didn’t end there, but I need to write another one of these in 
the next edition of the newsletter, so I’ll save something for that one, and 
hopefully not leave you in suspense.

President Bob W

rig
ht, 

PE
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     November 12 (2nd Wednesday)

     January 21 (ASCE Joint Meeting)

     February 18

     March 18

    April 15

2014-15 Technical Sessions
                   

    November 12 (see more info on Page 4)

    February 18

     April 15

Costs will continue as previous years:
    $35 - Advance Registration
    $45 - After registration deadline/at door
    $20 - Public Agency/Student

Costs will continue as previous years: FREE for 
Section Members, $40 for non-members (subject 
to availability)
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Continuing on our Committee coverage, we’ll do a couple of easy ones this time.

We have an Auditing Committee, which is charged with overseeing our budget and financial information.  Not that our 
esteemed and trustworthy Treasurer needs this, but it is handy to have the ability for a checks-and-balances process, to keep 
us all honest and make sure our Section operates well financially.  The Committee is ably chaired by Phil Mandato (who admits 
he once gained the nickname “El Cheapo” – you’re welcome to ask him about this on your own!).

If you’ve been to any of our meetings, you know we have a lucrative 50/50 drawing each time, often with a hefty first prize 
and nice second (and sometimes third) awards.  Rich Prentice is in charge, so the next time you see him or one of his helpers 
with the tickets, go for the arm’s length, because the 50/50 sales help subsidize our dinner costs.  If you win, you’re under no 
obligation to donate the proceeds back, as some have done, so do your best to ignore any peer pressure to do that.  Similarly, 
there is no obligation to buy your friends (or even those new friends that you get once they find out you won) drinks, despite 
what some may tell you.

Our Golf Committee puts together our successful Outing each summer.  Proceeds of the Outing go to our Scholarship Fund, 
so in a very direct way, golf is helping students (so, even if you’re a so-so golfer, like me, somebody’s getting a benefit from it).  
Rob Prophet chairs the Committee and has done a great job with the Outing for several years.

For the past several years we have offered Technical Sessions.  These are basically two-hour short courses on various topics, 
which can help our members get the professional development hours they need for state licensure requirements.  They are 
conducted immediately prior to our meetings in November, February and April and have been well attended and received.  
Jack Mitchell handles this for our Section and is always looking for suggestions for topics, so if you have one, please feel free 
to pass it along to him.

As we fall into fall and hope that the polar vortex isn’t coming back this year, we are pleased to see our member rolls growing 
and a nice turnout for our September and Ocotber meetings.  We hope to see you at our upcoming meetings and Technical 
Sessions.  I personally appreciate your ongoing help and support and I hope all members take full advantage of what our 
Section has to offer.

Respectfully,

Bob Wright, PE

President, ASHE Delaware Valley Section

President’s Message - Continued
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2014 - 15

Term expires 2017
Stephanie Bulter, McMahon Associates Inc.

John Caperilla, Borton Lawson
Alexa Harper, Gannett Fleming Inc.

Corey Hull, JMT

Term expires 2015
Elaine Elbich, PennDOT

Phil Mandato, Felix Mandato & Sons Inc.
Joe Serbu, Penna. Turnpike Commisison

Curt Shugars, Pennoni Associates Inc.

Term expires 2016
Pete Berthold, PennDOT    

Bill Laird, CHA
Bruce Masi, Gannett Fleming Inc.

Sarah McInnes, PennDOT

BOB WRIGHT, PRESIDENT
Urban Engineers Inc.

JEFF GIVEN, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Loftus Construction Inc.

MARK KINNEE, SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Urban Engineers Inc.

DON STARK, TREASURER
Ammann & Whitney Inc.

JACK MITCHELL, SECRETARY
McMahon Associates Inc.

ROB PROPHET, REGIONAL DIRECTOR
Traffic Planning & Design Inc.

RICH PRENTICE, SECTION EXECUTIVE/PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENT
McMahon Associates Inc.

DELAWARE VALLEY SECTION OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thanks to all who have volunteered to be part of our Section’s governance. We are accepting volunteers who would like to 
participate in Section committees at a non-Board member level.  (See page 5 for a list of current Section committees and 

committee chairs.)  Please let us know if you have interest and we will be happy to put you to work!  

YOUNG MEMBERS COMMITTEE HAPPENINGS

The Committee sponsored its third clean-up event at Valley Forge Park on September 27.  Thanks to those who 
participated and helped spruce up the Park once again.

For those who like networking (as opposed to cleaning…), the Committee will sponsor its third annual social/happy 
hour at the Rock Bottom Restaurant and Brewery at the King of Prussia Plaza on Thursday, December 11, starting at 5 
PM.  Flyers will be on the tables at our upcoming dinner meeting.  Our friends at the ASCE Younger Member Forum will 
be invited to attend as well.   We hope all young members (both young in age and young at heart) will be there to share 
some food, drink and camaraderie (especially the camaraderie, which is free!).
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Members in Transportation/Transition

Jordan Mary Frein, daughter of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES 
production staff member Laura Frein of Michael Baker International 
and her husband Tom, made her debut on August 31.  Mom, Dad and 
Jordan are all doing well.  Congratulations!

Welcome to the Newest Frein ...

Cathy Farrell, also of Michael Baker International, and husband Tim 
welcomed new addition Avery Pearl on August 22.  She joins big brother 
Dean in the Farrell brood.  Congratulations! (…and we have to wonder 
what’s in the water cooler over at Baker…?)

... and Another Farrell ...

Professional Development 
Requirements Update
As you may be aware, professional engineers, 
land surveyors and geologists in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey are required to obtain 
continued professional development (CPD) 
credit to renew their licenses.  Delaware 
has joined the ranks of states which require 
continuing education as of July 1.  

Our Section’s meeting program and Technical 
Sessions will be able to count toward your 
continuing education requirement and a 
verification program is in place to help you 
obtain and track your PDH’s. 

We emphasize that it remains an individual’s 
responsibility to document PDH’s and have 
such documentation ready in case of audit. 
We do provide certificates of meeting 
attendance/completion that you can keep in 
your record files, and we retain all meeting 
sign-in sheets in our files for backup and 
verification of your participation.

Colello Now at HNTB
Jeremy Colello has been named Department Manager – Transportation 
at HNTB’s offices in Center City.  He served for several years as a Project 
Manager at Pennoni Associates before making this move.  Good luck!

WHOOPS!
In Edition #1 of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES, on Page 5, we 
inadvertently mistitled the Golf Outing article.  This should have 
been entitled “Section Golf Outing Once Again a Success” and not 
“Philadelphia Engineering Foundation Golf Outing” (which, by the way, 
was conducted on October 6 also at Blue Bell Country Club and was also 
a success).  We apologize for any confusion this may have caused.

Caperilla Cited As “Fabulous”
Section Board Member John Caperilla was selected by his alma mater, 
Montgomery County Community College, as one its “50 Fabulous 
Alumni” in recognition of his achievements.  As part of this, he will 
be cited at a special ceremony to be conducted at the College on 
November 14.  Nice job, John!

Technical Session - November 12
The first Technical Session of the season 
will be conducted prior to the November 
12 Section Meeting. The topic will be “Full 
Depth Reclamation with Cement” and it will 
be presented by Kenneth Justice, PE, of the 
Portland Cement Association.

The Session will start at 4:15 PM. Participants 
will be able to earn 2 professional development 
hours (PDH’s).  A separate flyer will be 
distributed with additional information and 
the process for RSVP’s. 

Additional Technical Sessions are being planned 
for February and April. More information 
will be provided in upcoming editions of THE 
TRANSPORTATION TIMES. 

Fulcrum International Job Resource
The Fulcrum International (TFI) provides a variety of professional 
communications and human resources consulting services.  Through 
its arrangement with ASHE National, it can help you locate staff 
through the TFI Job Bank and with recruitment.  ASHE members 
receive a 10 PERCENT DISCOUNT on all job posts and advertisements. 
Searching for jobs and posting resumes is always FREE to registered 
members. Just register as an Employer or a Job Seeker to begin. 

For more information on advertising contact TFI at 407-228-1747 or 
via e-mail at Jacklyn.vanderpol@thefulcrumintl.com.



Page 5TRANSPORTATION TIMES
The

Want to be 
on a Section 

Committee? 

ASHE/PennDOT Breakfast Mtg ......... Joe Serbu, Curt Shugars

Auditing .......................................................... Phil Mandato

Dinner Meetings ................................ Corey Hull, Don Stark

50th Anniversary .............................. Jeff Given, Bob Wright

50/50 ............................................................... Rich Prentice

Golf ................................................................... Rob Prophet

Hotel ...............................................................  Phil Mandato

Membership ................................................... John Caperilla   

Newsletter .......................................................... Bob Wright

Nominating ........................................................... Jeff Given

Program ........................................... Jeff Given, Rob Prophet

Project of the Year ................................................... Bill Laird

Public Relations ..................................................... Joe Serbu

Scholarships .................................................. Sarah McInnes

Social/Society Relations .................................... Elaine Elbich

Student Chapters ............................................ John Caperilla   

Technical Papers ................................................. Bruce Masi

Technical Sessions ............................................  Jack Mitchell

Website ........................................................... Pete Berthold

Young Members ............................................... Alexa Harper

Our Section Committees and Committee chairs 
are listed below.  If you have an interest in being 
part of any Committee, please contact Section 
President Bob Wright (contact information 
provided on Page 8): 

ASCE’S REPORT CARD “OUT”
ASCE’s 2014 Report 
Card for Pennsylvania’s 
Infrastructure was 
released statewide in 
June and it was, as it 
has been in the past, a 
report card that no one 
wants to take home.  
Overall, our state rated 
a little better than 
the national average, 
earning a C- versus a 
national average of D+.  

The highest marks 
overall were B for 
freight rail and B- for 
hazardous waste 

management and for state parks and forests.  
On the other side, the lowest grades were D for 
public water supplies and mass transit systems, 
and D- for sewage treatment systems and roads 
and highways.  In Pennsylvania, all these systems 
are of a significant age, and had seen tremendous 
uncertainty in recent years in relation to funding 
from state and federal programs.  Without steady 
funding levels, more and more pieces of our 
infrastructure system entered into disrepair. 

The nation would need to invest $3.6 trillion by 
2020 to bring U.S. infrastructure into good repair. 
Without this investment, the United States will 
not only continue to fall behind Europe and Asia, 
but we will also steadily see congestion, pollution, 
water scarcity and electricity blackouts increase; 
and the jobs and the prospects for our future 
decrease.

The Report Card’s launch was actually the 
commencement of the second goal of this effort 
- to spread the word to our elected officials and 
the public.  Even though this is not an ASHE 
document, the Report Card is a very effective 
and simple way to convey our message that our 
infrastructure continues to need attention.  As we 
know, even with the passage of Act 89 last fall, 
which will bring unprecedented levels of funding 
for transportation facilities in our state, there is 
still a good deal of catching up to do.  

Please visit pareportcard.org for more information 
and please help spread the word!

Thanks to Spencer Finch for this information.  This was 
excerpted from Spencer’s article in the ASCE Philadelphia 
Section’s newsletter, THE NEWS, October 2014 edition.
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Donna Prentice Memorial Section 
Scholarship Competition
The Section’s Scholarship Program was begun in 1972 
and continues to be a success.  Over the 41 years of its 
existence, it has benefited 137 local college students with 
over $105,000 in awards, many of whom have gone on to 
become ASHE members after graduation.  It was renamed 
in honor of the late Donna Prentice, wife of longtime 
Section member Rich Prentice, in 2003.  

We are proud to be able to support our local students and 
help them in their educational pursuits. The deadline for 
applications was October 31.  Our Scholarship Committee 
will review these and select candidates for presentation of 
awards at our February Section Meeting.

The Committee will offer these events related to Engineers Week.  Please note the dates in your calendar.  More information will be 
provided as details are finalized.  Please check the website (www.dvewc.org) for updates. 

Robert Shaw Memorial Scholarship 
Program

delaware valley engineers week update

This event is both the kickoff event of Engineers Week 
and the main event of the Delaware Valley celebrations. A 
display and poster session of student paper winners will be 
conducted prior to the Luncheon, starting at 11 AM.     All 
Delaware Valley Awards and Scholarships will be presented.  
Project and individual awards of all participating engineering 
societies in the Delaware Valley will be recognized. 
Engineers Week proclamations received from federal, state 
and local representatives will be on display. The newly-
elected Engineer of the Year and Young Engineer of the Year 
will make brief remarks. 

AWARDS LUNCHEON
Friday, February 20, 2015
Doubletree Hotel, Center City Philadelphia

YOUNG ENGINEERS SOCIAL
Tuesday, February 24, 2015
Manayunk Brewery, Philadelphia (Manayunk) 

This will be a happy hour/social networking event geared to 
younger engineers.  The Young Engineer of the Year will make 
brief remarks.

Our Section will assist the sponsors of the Robert Shaw 
Memorial Scholarship Program in the solicitation for 
and selection of candidates.  This was established in 
memory of Mr. Shaw, a Section member who showed 
great commitment to the practice of Civil Engineering, 
to grow the base of the civil engineering community at 
the university level, as well as to reward civil engineering 
students for their outstanding efforts. This year, the Shaw 
Memorial Scholarship will distribute several thousand 
dollars raised through donations from members of the 
local engineering community and the family and friends 
of Mr. Shaw to students attending Penn State University.  
This money will be distributed to eligible students who 
have excelled both inside and outside of the classroom.  
Please visit our website for more information and the 
application.  Submissions are due on November 21.

CELEBRATION OF ENGINEERING RECEPTION
Thursday, February 26, 2015
Singh Center for Nanotechnology, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia (University City)

The culminating event of Engineers Week will be a social/
networking gala event to celebrate engineering.  There 
will be cocktails, appetizer stations, and dessert stations. 
Award recipients will be honored with posters, exhibits, 
and a running PowerPoint presentation in the networking 
area. Future City Competition Regional winners will display 
their first-place model. The Engineer of the Year and Young 
Engineer of the year will provide brief remarks.

Currently, the Delaware Valley Engineers Week Committee 
is in need of volunteers to assist in the many activities 
surrounding Engineers Week.  If you are interested in 
volunteering or have any questions on the various volunteer 
opportunities, please contact the Committee at www.dvewc.
org. 



Page 7TRANSPORTATION TIMES
The

Delaware Valley Section Patron Program
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From the Editor
THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES, the newsletter of the Delaware Valley Section, is published and distributed to our 
Section’s members to advise and update all on current events and happenings in the Section.
If you have news items for future editions of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES, please feel free to contact us.

BOB WRIGHT, SECTION PRESIDENT/EDITOR
Urban Engineers, Inc.
530 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
215-922-8081 x1647
rmwright@urbanengineers.com

Mission Statement
Provide a forum for members and partners of the 
highway industry to promote a safe, efficient and 
sustainable highway system through education, 

innovation and fellowship

DVSP PROGRAM SPONSORSHIP2014-15

         
$200

         
    

   BEN
EFITS

:

—  Logo and Hotlink          
       

      on Website

—  Logo in 

      The Transportation Times

The Section started the DVSP Program in the 2005-06 season to allow 
supporting firms to be recognized.  We are proud to note that 23 firms 
are participating in the Program so far this season.  Many thanks to 
those of you who have signed up and helped support the Section’s 
many activities.  The proceeds of the D.V.S.P. go directly to support the 
Section’s Scholarship Fund.

If you are not in this Program and would like to join, please contact 
Section President/Editor of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES Bob Wright 
(see contact information below).  

Thanks to Susan Buchanan of Schnabel Engineering for help with the production of the newsletter.


