
 

 

  

Dinner Meetings 

 January 17 

 February 21 

 March 21 

 April 18 

 May - Joint meeting 
with PSPE Delco (date 
to be finalized) 

Dinner costs are as follows:  

$40 - advance registration 
(closes end of the day      
Thursday before the      
meeting) 

$50 - after the registration 
deadline     

$20 - public agency/student 

 

Technical Sessions 

 

 February 21 

 April 18 
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 Celebrating 51 years of service to the Transportation Industry                                                                                     

Happy Holidays from ASHE Delaware Valley Section 

 
As we enter the new year we’ve listed 18 things to look forward to and consider in 2018. 

 

 

PDH’s you could have earned thus far this season (4 maximum) 

 

Scholarship funds available for students (Donna Prentice, Robert Shaw), with a 

combined 19 applicants this season! 

 

Newsletter editions remaining this season 

 

Project of the Year categories last season 

 

Technical Sessions remaining for this season 

Buckets of coal for our Officers and Board members (they’ve been good this year!) 

 
Excuses not to be an ASHE member 

 
Chances to win the 50-50 if you don’t buy a ticket (better chances if you buy an 

arm’s length!) 

 
Issues of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES remaining for 2017 (see you in the new 

year) 

Years since our successful 50th anniversary celebration 

 

Section’s annual Golf Outing (more information for this year’s will be forthcoming) 

 

Section Board of Directors that continues to be active and effective in the 

addressing of our members’ interests and needs 

 

Group of generous supporters of our Delaware Valley Section Patron (DVSP)  

program (see page 5 for the list of sponsors) 

 

At least this many Committee opportunities for you to assist 

Dinner meetings planned for this season 

 

At least this many recipients of our Scholarship offerings (to be selected) 

 

Possible PDH’s you could earn from Section events this season 

 

At least this many Project of theYear submissions (we are hopeful…!) 



 

 

President’s Message 

I hope this message finds everyone well as you are preparing for the busy holiday season.  We 

are in the middle of our holiday break here at ASHE Delaware Valley but are busy behind the 

scenes preparing for an exciting 2018 program.  November was a busy month with our first  

Technical Session, dinner meeting and APC Conference.  The Conference was well attended by 

many of our members and included some exciting and complex topics for our industry.  One 

session I attended was on CAV (Connected and Automated/ 

Autonomous Vehicles).  These connected and driverless vehicles 

fall under the umbrella of intelligent transportation systems 

(ITS) technologies that have been seen on mainstream  

media over the last few years.  As transportation  

professionals, we need to keep an eye on this relatively 

new technology which is certainly fascinating and  

something that will affect the future of our industry. 

 

During our November dinner meeting presentation, I was 

struck by how important our industry is to society and how 

proud I am to be part of it.  Our presentation included the 

slide-in bridge on the Northeast Extension of the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike.  The design and construction team had one full weekend  

to demolish the existing bridge and “slide in” the new bridge halves in place and open the  

roadway up to traffic on Monday morning.  The challenges they faced were plenty and they got it 

done in time.  It was a fascinating project and they accomplished the client’s goals with time to 

spare.  As civil engineers in the transportation field, we should all be proud of our industry.  Most 

people don’t know what we do.  We work behind the scenes tirelessly improving our  

infrastructure for our communities.  It doesn’t get more important than that!   

 

As we look forward to the new year and 2018, we will be bringing some exciting presentations 

which will include PDHs.  In January, we will get an update on the Scudders Falls Bridge project 

given by the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission (DRJTBC).  This project is the bridge 

carrying I-95 over the Delaware River in Lower Makefield Township, PA and Ewing Township, 

NJ.  This is a huge effort currently under construction and we are excited to see what’s going on. 

 

In February, we have the Grays Ferry Swing Bridge/Schuylkill River Trail project presentation.  

The goal of this effort is to extend the Trail from Grays Ferry Crescent to the west bank of the 

Schuylkill River, repurposing the abandoned railroad bridge just south of the Grays Ferry Avenue 

Bridge.  The Schuylkill River Development Corporation is leading these efforts.  February will 

also include our 2nd Technical Session which will include 2 PDHs.  More information to come on 

that. 

 

In closing, I want to thank our entire membership community for your support.  I wish all of you a 

happy holiday season and a happy new year!  I look forward to seeing you all on January 17th for 

our next dinner meeting. 

 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Jack Mitchell, PE 
President,  
ASHE Delaware Valley Section 
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President 

Jack Mitchell 

McMahon Associates 
 

First Vice President 

John Caperilla 

Borton-Lawson  
 
Second Vice President 

Alexa Egan Harper 

Gannett Fleming 

  

Treasurer 

Don Stark 

American Engineers Group 
 
Secretary 

Corey Hull 

JMT 
 
Immediate Past President 

Mark Kinnee 

Urban Engineers 
 
Board of Directors 

Term expires 2018 

Elaine Elbich 

Penna. Dept. of Transportation   
 
Phil Mandato 

Felix Mandato &  Sons  
 
Curt Shugars 

Pennoni Associates 
 
Drew Sirianni 

Pennoni Associates 
 

Term expires 2019 

Peter Berthold 

Penna. Dept. of Transportation 
 
Bill Laird 
HDR 
 
Bruce Masi 

Gannett Fleming 
 
Sarah McInnes 

Penna. Dept. of Transportation 
 
Term expires 2020 

Jeff Given 

Loftus Construction  
 
Isaac Kessler 

Remington Vernick & Beach 
 
Mike Mogan 

Bergmann Associates 

 

Nate Parrish 

HNTB 

 

Regional Director 

Rob Prophet 

Traffic Planning & Design 
 
Executive Director  

Rich Prentice 

 

We thank these individuals for 

their service and dedication. 

2017-18 Delaware Valley Section 

Officers and Board of Directors 
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2017 Project of the Year Competition Now Open 
 

The Project of the Year competition is now open for submissions.  The program will 

follow the two-category format, with separate awards for “large” and “small” projects.  The 

breakpoint between the two classifications will be determined once submissions have 

been made to allow more flexibility in the decision making.  Projects must have been 

completed in 2017, be located within the geographic boundaries of the Section, and  

nominated by an ASHE member in good standing.   

 

Applications are due on March 1, 2018.  

 

Please visit the Section website (delvalley.ashe.pro) for more information and applications.  



 

 

DVSP Program Sponsorship - Going Strong 
for 2017-18 
 
Our Section started the Delaware Valley Section Patron 

(DVSP) Program in the 2005-06 season to allow  

supporting firms to be recognized.  The proceeds of this 

Program go directly to help support our Section 

Scholarship Fund, along with funds realized from our 

Annual Golf Outing. 

 

We are proud to note that 33 firms have made this  

financial commitment for 2017-18 thus far.  Logos of all 

participating firms are shown on page 5.  We are 

extremely thankful for those of you whose firms have made this commitment and helped support 

our Section.  For a $200 fee for the season, sponsoring firms are cited for their support with their 

logos displayed on our website and in THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES.  This also provides a 

“hot link” to access the firm’s website directly from ours.   

 

Even though the Program is already underway, it’s not too late to become a DVSP.  If you are not    

part of this esteemed group and would like to join, please contact Bob Wright (information  

provided on page 6).  We hope you can join or renew if you haven’t already done so! 

DVSP benefits   

($200 for the season) 

 

Logo and Hotlink on  

 Section Website  

(delvalley.ashe.pro) 

 

Logo in THE  

TRANSPORTATION TIMES 

 

Adopt-A-Highway 

   Isaac Kessler 

 

ASHE/PennDOT  

 Breakfast  

 Meeting 

   Alexa Egan Harper  

   Curt Shugars 

 

Auditing 

   Bruce Masi 

 

Dinner Meetings 

   Drew Sirianni 

 

50/50 

   Nate Parrish 

 

Golf 

   Mike Mogan 

 

Hotel 

   Phil Mandato 

 

Membership 

   Isaac Kessler 

 

Newsletter 

   Bob Wright 

 

Nominating 

   John Caperilla 

 

Program 

   Jack Mitchell 

 

Project of the    

 Year 

   Nate Parrish 

 

Public Relations 

   Corey Hull 

 

Scholarships 

   Sarah McInnes 

 

Social/Society 

 Relations 

   Elaine Elbich 

 

Student Chapters 

   John Caperilla 

 

Technical Papers 

   Bruce Masi 

 

Technical  

 Sessions 

   Bill Laird 

 

Website 

   Pete Berthold 

 

Young Members 

   Alexa Egan Harper 

   Drew Sirianni 

Section Committees/

Chairs  

Section Committees/Chairs 
 

In each edition of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES we list our Section  

Committees and chairs.  We thank all who participate in these groups.   

 

If you have an interest in being part of any Committee, please contact Section 

President Jack Mitchell (information is provided on page 6).   

 

Please note that some committees have co-chairs to assist in the often-

complicated tasks they must handle.  
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 ASHE Delaware Valley Section 

Merry Christmas/Happy Holidays  

and Great New Year from our  

Section  

to you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Officers and Board of Directors of the Delaware Valley Section wish all good things for 

you and yours for 2018 and we hope you have a joyous, memorable and safe holiday  

season!   

 SEE OUR NEW AND  

IMPROVED WEBSITE! 

Please visit delvalley.ashe.pro and 

see our revamped site, with all the 

Section’s information you’ll need to 

keep up-to-date on things. 

REMINDER - PAYPAL AVAILABLE  

FOR MEETING PAYMENTS 

You can sign up for our Dinner Meetings 

and pay electronically with PayPal.  

Details are provided in each Dinner 

Meeting notice/flyer. 
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Members in Transportation/Transition 
 
HNTB Promotes Colello, Farrell 
 
Jeremy Colello, PE, ENV SP received a promotion to 

be the Deputy Office Leader for HNTB in Pennsylvania 

in November.  In this role he will focus on the strategic 

growth, operations and staff development for the firm’s 

150 employees across its five offices in Pennsylvania.   

 

With Jeremy’s promotion, Cathy Farrell has moved into 

his former spot as Transportation Department Manager, 

covering the company’s two dozen staff across  

Pennsylvania. 

 

Congratulations to Jeremy and Cathy on their new       
positions! 

Young Members Committee Happenings 

 
The Committee, in conjunction with ASCE Philadelphia Section’s Younger Member Forum (YMF), will be scheduling  

its next regular cleanup of the “co-adopted” segment of Bethlehem Pike in Ambler/Fort Washington in the Spring.  

The Fall cleanup, planned for October 29, unfortunately had to be cancelled because of inclement weather.  This 

has been well-received by businesses and residents along this corridor, several of whom have thanked the team 

during their work.  Thanks to those from each of these groups for their participation. 

 

Following last season’s very successful clothing drive in January, the Committee 
sponsored another such effort at our November Dinner meeting.  Roughly 15 bags 
of clothing were generously donated by meeting attendees (see photo at left).  
These items were donated to CADCOM’s Fatherhood Empowerment Program 
(for men) and the Career Wardrobe of Philadelphia (for women).  
 

Once again, our now-traditional joint winter happy hour with ASCE’s Younger    

Member Forum was held on December 7 at the Conshohocken Brewing          

Company’s Bridgeport location.  Roughly 30 young and not-as-young participants 

turned out for an evening of networking, socializing and some pre-holiday catching 

up, while sampling some of the Company’s specialty brews and food.   

Other activities and events are being planned and considered for this season.  Please watch this space for more 

information and look for event flyers at upcoming Dinner Meetings. 

   National Conference  

   May 17-20, 2018 

   Save the dates! 

DVSP’s in Transportation/Transition 
 
TPD Named Best Place to Work 
 
In November, Traffic Planning and Design, Inc. (TPD) was 
named the #4 Best Place to Work in PA (medium-sized  
employer category) in its 12th year on the list at an annual 
event hosted by Team Pennsylvania, the Department of  
Community and Economic Development, and the Central 
Penn Business Journal.  The firm jumped EIGHTEEN spots 
this year, compared to its 2016 ranking at #22.  The firm  
credits this impressive progress to the consistent improvement 
of its work environment, practices, and benefits taken directly 
from employee feedback. 
 
Since its establishment in 1989 in Oaks, PA, TPD has  
expanded to eight PA locations, with additional offices in NJ, 
MD, and NC and provides transportation engineering services 
to a diverse selection of clients throughout the eastern United 
States.  
 
Each year, judges use a combination of an employer and  
employee survey to determine a company’s score and final  
ranking on the list. TPD was ranked among 100 total  
employers (44 small, 27 medium, and 29 large) providing  
services across the board.  
 
Congratulations to TPD on this achievement! 

HOLD THESE DATES - Watch for more information 

coming on these events. 

PennDOT Breakfast Seminar 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

PennDOT District 6-0 

Joint ASHE Delaware Valley, East Penn,  

NorthEast Penn Meeting - A unique opportunity to 

hear a panel of District Executives at one venue - 

George Roberts (District 4-0), Michael Rebert 

(District 5-0) and Kenneth McClain (District 6-0)   

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Kalahari Resorts, Pocono Manor, PA 

 



 

 

 

 

 

c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017-18  

Delaware Valley  

Section Patrons  

(DVSP) 

 
Don’t see your logo here?  Want to?  

See page 3 for more information on our 

DVSP program. 
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American Society of Highway Engineers — Mission Statement 

 

Provide a forum for members and partners of the highway  

industry to promote a safe, efficient and sustainable transportation 

 system through education, innovation and fellowship 

Contact Us 

 

THE TRANSPORTATION 

TIMES, the newsletter of the 

Delaware Valley Section, is 

published and distributed to 

our members several times 

each season to advise and 

update all on current events 

and happenings in our 

Section. 

 

If you have news items for 

future editions of THE  

TRANSPORTATION TIMES, 

please feel free to contact us. 

 

JACK MITCHELL 

Section President 

McMahon Associates Inc. 

425 Commerce Drive 

Suite 200 

Fort Washington, PA 19034 

215-283-9444 x1255 

jmitchell@ 

mcmahonassociates.com 

 

BOB WRIGHT 

Editor 

McMahon Associates Inc. 

1515 Market Street 

Suite 1360 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

215-433-1660 x8006 

rwright@ 

mcmahonassociates.com 

 

. 

 

R E M I N D E R 

 

Deadline for copy/
information for the next  

edition of THE  
TRANSPORTATION TIMES 

 

February 21 
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Now You Can Join Electronically! 
 
If you know someone who is considering becoming an ASHE member, our Membership Application can now be  
downloaded and completed, then submitted via e-mail, with payment available via PayPal.  Please visit our website 
(delvalley.ashe.pro) and click on the Membership tab for more information and details on this.   
 
We hope this will make the process of becoming a member of our Section quicker, easier, and more efficient.  Please 
share this information with anyone you know who may be interested in joining our Section. 

REMINDER—Revised Meeting Check-in Process 
 
To help get you checked into our meetings more quickly and efficiently (and  
shorten the line for this), we have established a separate “express“ check-in table 
for attendees who registered for the meeting using PayPal.  Those of you who do 
this can pick up your pre-printed name tag at this table and go directly into the 
meeting room. 
 
For those of you who pay at the door with either a check or cash, we have a  
Checks/Cash/Receipts check-in table where you can complete your transaction 
and receive your name tag.  There usually is a wait involved with this line. 
 
Signs are prominently displayed at each of the check-in tables to help guide  
you accordingly. 
 
If your registration is paid by your employer, please inquire as to the method of 
payment used so that you know which line you will be able to use. 
 
We appreciate your cooperation as our Section works to improve the registration 
process and hopefully reduce delay.  This seemed to work well at our November 
meeting, the first trial of this method. 

Donna Prentice and Robert Shaw Memorial Scholarship  

Competitions  - Applications Being Reviewed 

 
Our Section’s Scholarship Program has been benefitting local college students since 

1972.  We have had one of the largest such efforts among ASHE Sections nationally 

over the years.  Many recipients have gone on to positions in the industry, both  

locally and out of the area, and a number have become members of ASHE. 

 

Last season, we made awards totaling $15,000 to 16 students for the Donna  

Prentice Scholarship and two Penn State students shared $5000 for the Robert 

Shaw Scholarship.  We are proud to be able to support our local students and 

help them in their educational pursuits. 

 

  As of the application deadline for scholarships for this season (November 1), we  

  have received 16 submissions for the Donna Prentice Scholarship and 3 for the  

  Robert Shaw Scholarship.  Applications are now being reviewed and successful  

  candidates will be notified in January, and invited to attend our February Section  

  Meeting to be honored. 

 

  The Program has benefited numerous local college students over the years.  Our  

  Section Scholarship was renamed in honor of the late Donna Prentice, wife of long- 

  time Section member and current Section Executive Director Rich Prentice, in  

  2003.   


